THE OPIUM BUSINESS WITH CHINA
health and character; others of not less experience deny that, in moderation, it is more harmful than the drinking of spirits. But, however this may be, it is difficult to believe that the Mandarins' opposition to the import trade was moved by philanthropy, when we remember that the quantities offered for importation have always been inconsiderable if contrasted with the amount which the Chinese have themselves been producing. It has, indeed, been computed that the imports from India have not exceeded one-fifth of the production of the single province of Szechuan. From the Chinese point of view, the opium trade would doubtless appear exceedingly injurious in draining large quantities of silver from the country ; and it is further tainted by its association with a disastrous war and national humiliation. Moreover, the idea has taken hold that the habit of opium-smoking is responsible for China's decadence and her inability to with" stand foreign aggression. Accordingly, when it was ascer-tained that, by ceasing herself to produce opium, China could induce the British Government to stop the opium trade, the Mandarins, by an effort which appears almost incomprehensible in a moribund government, succeeded in entirely suppressing the cultivation of the poppy, and so confirming agreements that the supplies of Indian opium for export to China should annually be reduced so as to be altogether extinguished in the year 1917; and that, in the meantime, its import into any of the Chinese seaports (except Canton and Shanghai) should be stopped, if it is proved that, in the area served by the port, the people have ceased to produce opium or to import it from other parts of China. With the establishment of the revolutionary government, poppy cultivation has revived, apparently on a very large scale. But Indian opium is boycotted; and the importers, who have stocks on their hands to the value of many millions sterling, find themselves in a very difficult position. Should the new
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